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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EMIN, ETRD, UNCTAD, EEC 

SUBJECT: UNCTAD COMMON FUND: FRG TRIES TO STALL 
FORMATION OF EC POSITIONS 

REF: (A) EC BRUSSELS 1862, (B) LONDON 3218 

1 . DURING DISCUSSION WITH ECON/COMM MINISTER ON MARCH 
1 . ECONMIN ASST. SEC. STEEG COMMENTED THAT HER MINISTRY 
IS TRYING TO STALL THE FORMATION OF EC POSITIONS FOR 
THE UNCTAD NEGOTIATIONS ON THE COMMON FUND UNTIL THE 
FRG KNOWS WHAT STANCE THE U.S. WILL TAKE. FRAU STEEG 
HOPED THAT FINANCE MINISTRY STATE SECRETARY POEHL WOULD 
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BE ABLE TO OBTAIN A FIRMER INDICATION OF WHAT LINE THE 
U.S. WILL TAKE WHEN HE VISITS WASHINGTON NEXT WEEK 
FOR THE SUMMIT PREPARATIONS. NOT MUCH TIME IS LEFT, 

BECAUSE THE FRG WANTS TO FIRM UP ITS POSITION PRIOR 
TO THE MARCH 25 EUROPEAN COUNCIL. THE ECON/COMM 
MINISTER CAUTIONED THAT THE U.S. MIGHT NOT HAVE A FIRM 
POSITION ON THE COMMON FUND BEFORE MARCH 25. 
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